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SUBJECT: COMMISSION TO ASSIST IN REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT OE 
ERITREAN REEUGEES IS ESTABLISHED 

1. ACCORDING TO PRESS, EPMG ON JULY 7 ISSUED PROBLAMATION ES- 
TABLISHING SPECIAL ERITREAN REGIONAL AEFAIRS COMMISSION TO 
ASSIST IN REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT OF ERITREAN REFU- 
GEES. PROCLAMATION CONSISTS OF 15 ARTICLES DELIMITING THE 
POWERS OE THE COMMISSION, WHICH INCLUDE: MAKING CONTACTS 
WITH FOREIGN STATES WITH A VIEW OF PLANNING THE RETURN OF RE- 
FUGEES WHO FLED ERITREA DUE TO ADVERSE CONDITIONS THERE; AS- 
SISTING IN REHABILITATION OE REFUGEES AND IN RESTORING LOST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ADDIS 08117 081543Z 

PROPERTY TO THEM; ARRANGING FOR EMPLOYMENT OR EDUCATIONAL EA- 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


CILITIES FOR RETURNING REFUGEES; "FINDING OUT THE NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED (*) AND PRESENTING TO THE 
GOVERNMENT A LIST OF SUCH PRISONERS WITH A RECOMMENDATION 
FOR THEIR RELEASE’V'STUDYING THE CASES OF THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT OR DEATH AND RECOMENDING 
TO THE GOVERNMENT THEIR RELEASE OR A REDUCTION IN SENTENCE"? 
PROVIDING NECESSARY CARE AND ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO HAVE BE- 
COME PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY DISABLED; AND LASTLY, THE POWER TO 
REQUIRE ANY PERSON TO APPEAR AND GIVE TESTIMONY UNDER OATH. 

THE PROCLAMATION DESCRIBES "ADVERSE CONDITIONS" AS THE DIS- 
RUPTION OF LAW AND ORDER ORIGINATING "FROM POLITICAL DISSEN- 
SION IN THE REGION." 

2. COMMISSION COMPOSED OF A COMMISSIONER, A FIRST DEPUTY/ 
COMMISSIONER, AND THREE DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS, ALL OF WHOM 
TO BE APPOINTED BY THE HEAD OF STATE. COMMISSION SHALL HAVE 
"SEPARATE LEGAL IDENTITY" AND BE RESPONSIBLE TO THE CHIEF 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ERITREAN REGION. PROCLAMATION EMPOWERS 
COMMISSION TO MAKE DIRECT CONTACTS WITH FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROVIDES FOR GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING. 

3. IN ACCOMPANYING PRESS ARTICLE ON SPECIAL COMMISSION, LENGTHY 
REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAY 16 ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC 
REVOLUTION PROGRAM WHICH PROVIDES FOR REGIONAL AUTONOMY WITH 
PRIORITY IMPLEMENTATION GIVEN TO THE ERITREA REGION. FULL 

TEST OF PROCLAMATION AND ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT WILL BE POUCHED 
TO DEPARTMENT AND ASMARA. 

4. COMMENT; THIS IS FIRST TIME WE HAVE SEEN ERITREAN PRO- 
LEM SO EXPLICITY ATTRIBUTED TO "POLLITICAL DISSENSION". 

MOREOVER, WE ARE STRUCK BY BROAD POWERS APPARENTLY GIVEN TO 
"SPECIAL ERITREA REGION AFFAIRS COMMISSION". JUXTAPOSITION 

OF CLARIFYING STATEMENT PROMISING THAT PRIORITY WILL BE 
GIVEN TO IMPLEMENTATION OF REGIONAL AUTONOMY IN ERITREA ALSO 
NOTEWORTHY. WE SHALL HAVE TO AWAIT THE FULL TEXT OF THE 
PROCLAMATION AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS TO ASCERTAIN IF 
THIS NEW COMMISSION IS INTENDED TO BE A STEP TOWARDS MORE 
MEANINGFUL SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR ERITREA. 

TIENKEN 
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